ROBESPIERRE
within before considering a war against enemies with-
out?
He told the Jacobins that by clamouring for war
they were playing directly into the hands of the court,
and showed them why. Where others had painted the
glories of war, he painted its horrors—the blood, the
tears, the suffering, the waste of public funds, the cor-
ruption. And all for what? For liberty? No! War made
for despotism. At the end of the trail, he said pro-
phetically, they would find a Caesar or a Cromwell.
Brissot's sophistry did not deceive him. He quoted
from the article in his paper and pointed out the contra-
dictions in his speech. If the emigres could expect no
help from the great powers, then it was doing them
altogether too much honour to make all this to-do
about them. As for starting a world crusade, he did not
believe that the French armies would be received as
liberators. He saw no signs of any serious awakening
among the peoples of Europe. "It is by the spread of
ideas and by demonstrating to the world that the
Revolution has brought us happiness that you will
extend its domain, not by force of arms and by the
horrors of war,"
He ridiculed the idea of undertaking a war for liberty
under the auspices of the court and its minions. "If
the sceptres of Europe are ever broken, it will not be
by such hands", he told them. He warned them of pos-
sible defeat, pointing out the disorganization of the
army and navy, from which hundreds of royalist officers
had deserted. In the Constituent Assembly he had been
alone in advocating the complete reorganization of the
military and naval forces. He now repeated the demand,
saying that the country should be put in a state of
defence, and the people armed, if only with pikes.
Turning towards Brissot, who, by inference, had

